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Eugene Willging 
Book the Month Club---December Selection 


lweig, Stefan. Balzac. Viking. Nov. 18, 1946. 


404p. $3.75. 

Stefan Zweig’s biography the French colossus is, from 
the scholar’s point view, inadequate. work art 
own particular genre, may well stand master- 
While penetrating study the Comédie Humaine 
and its unique sense contemporary history, its juxtaposi- 
tion the psychology era wanting. The herculean 
motive and drive its creator has been brilliantly illu- 
Zweig himself confided 
Friedenthal his friend and posthumous editor 
that the “large Balzac” called it, might run two 
volumes, where the ten years his researches would have 
adequately represented. His unhappy death cut 
short work that promised definitive and not. 


For the problem Balzac Henry James put it, lies 
the fact that the creator more than 2000 characters was 
himself “more extraordinary than any drew”. Out 
Stefan Zweig’s pages there emerges the great paradox 
literary giant who could depict words the world about 
him with the most plastic and detailed accuracy, but who 
not see straight enough live happily him- 
are conscious great artist desperately trying 
lost integrity correcting page-proofs sixteen 
seventeen times but never redeeming his style com- 
yet the same man given self-deception 
own life. The realist paper steps forth visionary 
photographically concrete dealing with the 
world laid before him imagination tremendously 
pursuant ephemera and money dreams the 
world business. Balzac was man tossed back and 
between the Scylla his genius and the Charybdis 
his stupidity practical matters. 


wanted money; “more money, and still more money, 
order longer forced think money; shutting 
himself off from the world order conquer more 
securely with all its countries, its women, its luxury and 
the immortal fame had offer; economizing 
order able last squander; toiling, toiling, toiling, 
day and night, cheerlessly and without pause, order 
live life should lived” (p. 53). this end 
applied unflinching will. Because this passion 
wrote like galley-slave chained his desk eighteen hours 
day for more than twenty the fifty-one years his 
life. Because his yearning for the repose concomitant 
wealth, wore himself out give the world the great 
outlines the document that the Because 
printer, founder-editor the Chronique Paris and 
again the Revue Parisienne, speculator Sardinian 
silver mines and collector expensive bric-a-brac, 
was complete and utter failure, throwing good money 
after bad, putting, his biographer says well, “the 
empty cart front the spot where the horse was going 
stand” (p. 339). Even after fame his life continued 
vicious circle debt, work liquidate and further debt. 
His tremendous imagination victimized always his sense 
the practical. 


His unfettered mania for the things that money could buy 
made him buffoon society, caused him add the 
titular “de” his name and put coat arms his 
carriage. “He wore his elegance like lackey,” shoelaces 
trailing and grease dripping from his large pomaded head 
onto the frills his collar (pp. 130-131). carried 
Hercules club for show. buffoon, tried attract 
notice through sensationalism, hoping always impress 
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wealthy and mature ladies the aristocracy who, dis- 
illusioned his presence remained aloof dangled him 
delicately away from them like the Duchesse Castries. 
The tragic irony his life most poignant that 
died five months after marriage the only wealthy aristo- 
crat who would have him, the ageing widow, Madame 


Hanska. 


All his life sought peace, comfort, money, title, advice 
from women. them confessed himself and revealed 
his inmost torments. seemed that acted 
reflex the cold and unaffectionate mother who would 
not even let him embrace her; that sought always 
understanding from the opposite sex. Unfortunately 
deceived himself even there, rejecting with alibis their 
sound counsels his way life much the same way 
rejected ignored Heine’s advice sticking his 
own last, the novel, and leaving the theatre alone. 
man who used serving his sentence Brest cannot 
get accustomed Toulon. Stick the jail you know” 


(p. 294). 


know Balzac the man, this biography indispensable. 
know his work—which really would demand sepa- 
rate biography itself—it incomplete and inadequate. 
is, however, very worthy selection the Book the 
Month Club, credit their committee. Neither should 
praise withheld from Richard Friedenthal who under- 
took the difficult and dubious task editing the book nor 
from William and Dorothy Rose who effected the smooth- 


est translations. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Literary Guild---December Selection 


Buck, Pearl. Pavilion Women. Day. Nov. 21, 
1946. 316p. $3.00. 


Pavilion Women, Pearl Buck has again displayed 
her unusual talent for evoking the Chinese scene. She has 
almost photographic memory for the details living, 
and reading her latest book was for this reviewer like 
renewing old acquaintances Chinese life. 


The story opens the fortieth birthday Madame 
line Chinese scholars, her grandfather the viceroy 
province. She had been into great feudal 
family the landed gentry somewhere the deep hinter- 
land, away from foreign influences. She strikingly beau- 
tiful, yet intelligent that her husband’s father 
marked, “To pot gold have been added jewels”. Her 
husband good-natured and indolent, and she who 
rules the great household three generations, from her 
mother-in-law and her husband her sons and their 
wives and children, together with the servants and over- 
seers and motley group poor relatives. 


her fortieth birthday Madame considers her posi- 
tion and concludes that she has done her duty her 
husband bearing him seven children, whom four 
sons have lived, and that she too old submit longer 
child-bearing. she decides bring concubine 
for her husband while she will live alone and devote her- 
self the management the family and Her 
husband not pleased with the idea but submits her 
dominance. All the household, including the servants, 
object strongly the arrangement, for Mr. has been 
noted being faithful husband. They insist that she 


Zweig Buck 


must longer love him. This she denies, but 


vincingly. 


The hero Father André, ascetic brown robe 


cord who has given his priestly office and professes 
religion except faith the dignity, the divinity even, 

man, and devoting himself labor and works 


promising son, Fengmo, and the daughter 


best friend, Madame Kang. But feared that 
who has been away school Shanghai, will look 
Fengmo because has had foreign learning. 


Father André invited come the house 


Fengmo English. 


Madame takes elaborate precautions make 
that Father André does not convert Fengmo his 
faith, and she herself falls under the spell this 
who sees into the depths her soul and analyzes 
selfishness. 


suppose, since you are priest, you cannot 
either man woman?” 


“Being priest, can understand both man and 


shows her how she has thrice sinned: she has 
her husband creature flesh without spiritual 
ties, bought the concubine like pound pork, and 
sidered herself unique and above all women. Now sh: 
must forget herself. She ready back her 
band, but learns too late that has found pleasure, 
the concubine, but prostitute whom 
brings into the house. She forced behold the 
dissolution his character gives himself mor 
and more dalliance and drink. 


The book carries the authority Mrs. Buck’s intimat 
knowledge the country its picture the Chines 
scene, but novel the action drags, with 
over almost every incident. The two main characters 
out this world. Madame are told, “So 
was she that her presence flowers lived many hour 
without She has the unerring ability righ 
the heart matter, whether intellectual, moral 
practical, and plan what best for the lives mor 
than sixty people the household. She 
“There will war over the whole world few 
from now”. Father André can speak any 
languages, astronomer, and has the answer 
every question. 

Complications threaten arise from the mutual sympathy 
that growing between Madame and Father 
after she asks him teach her well the 
generation. admiration her intelligence and 
she his ability satisfy her need for understanding 
was easy introduce Father André, but hard, 
ently, get rid him, conveniently killed 
bandits. Now Madame realizes that she loved 
him and believes that loved her, and feels that can 
come her spirit. She seems speak him and 
her, and she guided always make the right choice 
she devotes her life doing good and bringing 
the household. 


The story definitely one for adult readers. 


Bernard Meyer, 
Maryknoll, New York 


Best 
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Asch, Sholem. East River. Putnam. Oct. 18, 1946. 
438p. $3.00. 


River may well considered the book for which the 
ame author’s One Destiny served preface. The 
theory proposed the latter, that must all give 
hating one another, here takes definite shape the 
persons the McCarthys and the Davidowskys, neighbors 
Manhattan’s teeming Forty-eighth Street, near the 
and victims religious prejudices that might have 
destroyed them had they not risen above them con- 
quering their own ignorance. 


There is, true, secondary social theme: the struggle 
the poor working class against victimization the gar- 
ment industry. Many the residents Forty-eighth 
Street were employed the industry during the sweat- 
shop era, and then, when sweat-shops became illegal, 
were exploited the “home-work” racket the manu- 
Irving Davidowsky, the younger the two 
brothers, rose from runner the industry manu- 
from one the oppressed one the oppres- 
with him his rapid climb from the East 
River the Hudson, the eldest the McCarthys, Mary. 
While this theme provides some the finest descriptive 
writing the entire book, and some its most exciting 
episodes (such the shirt-factory fire), decidedly 
scondary theme. The solution this conflict neither 
novel nor original, but follows the tried and true pattern 
Horatio Alger; and the whole action along this line 
the same purpose the east-side neighborhood 
which most the action occurs: only back-drop 
for the real theme, the religious conflict. 


Beribboned, starched and ironed, the entire McCarthy 
can marched off Mass each Sunday morning. But 
was secret neighborhood where every one knew 
every one else’s business, that McCarthy was tyrant the 
rest the week, man who took the rent money buy 
his drink, beat his wife and children when the urge for 
drink was upon him when the effects drink were 
wearing off. the two situations his case 
might considered normal. Mary, the daughter, man- 
aged keep some food the family table, first ac- 
cepting credit Moshe Wolf’s grocery (for which, 
course, her father beat her, since the man was Jew), 
later working the garment factories. 


Nathan, the elder the Davidowsky sons, showed the 
same deep interest books and reading that his father 
had brought with him from the old country. Struck down 
infantile paralysis his first year college, was 
completely helpless. His father personally took care 
the boy’s every need, day and night, even the neglect 
his business, and much the dissatisfaction his 
Mary McCarthy, partly through real sympathy, 
partly from sheer loneliness, began assist small ways, 
and gradually took almost complete charge the cripple. 
Sympathy developed into love the part Mary; 
Nathan’s side developed into ambition rise above 
his helplessness. fought with bitter determination 
move himself, and when finally succeeded the fact was 
accepted neighborhood miracle. resulted his 
going back the hospital, where, with special care and 
attention, regained partial control his legs and arms. 
During his absence Irving began places the busi- 
ness. was not long before was going into business 
for himself, and asking Mary, now working factory, 
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come with him his first saleslady. Parental arrange- 
ments joined Irving and Rachel Greenstock, but this did 
not stand the way affair between Irving and Mary. 
Together daily the business, they were soon spending 
their evenings, and later their nights, together. city- 
hall ceremony took care the rest. Married, both 
them full-time executives the business, they proceeded 
exploit the garment workers more thoroughly even than 
they had themselves been exploited. When Nathan came 
out the hospital was able become labor or- 
ganizer for the union. Always man ideas, and always 
crusader, the old neighborhood witnessed the unusual 
spectacle brother denouncing brother, for this time 
Irving had come stand the popular mind for all that 
was wrong with the system exploitation. 

Mary and Irving had agreed that their child should 
neither Catholic nor Jew. The rift between them oc- 
curred when Mary, disturbed the situation, had the 
child baptized secretly. Irving this was simply matter 
breaking business agreement. They separated, Mary 
returning the old neighborhood, Nathan, and 
Moshe Wolf, repentant principally for the responsibility 
she shared with Irving the exploitation labor. 
will strike any Catholic reader exceedingly strange that 
Mary, though presumably fervent Catholic point the 
author insists on), never once seems moved any 
regret that marrying she did she had left her Faith 
and her Church. 


Mary’s return creates problem for Moshe Wolf, since 
may not harbor Christian under his roof. solves 
the problem invoking the universality God’s love for 
his creatures. Under the influence Moshe and Nathan, 
Irving and Mary are eventually reconciled. They take 
care Irving’s family providing home near their 
own the west side; and Mary’s family, taking 
her one remaining sister, and having her father placed 
institution for alcoholics. Irving, finally, becomes con- 
vinced the justice Nathan’s position and resolves 
pioneer fair labor practices. 


Such the tale. has breadth, and convincing style, 
but would convince things that should never 
convinced of. not satisfying story; lacks 
strength. And the main reason for this that more 
propaganda piece than true novel. The overly simple 
solution everybody’s problems the final pages the 
book lends weight that conclusion, but even more 
weighty evidence the obvious preaching the author. 
uses Nathan, the scholar, the thinker, his mouth- 
piece, telling through him that the solution our 
problems will come when have discarded all our old 
world prejudices, including our religion. propounds 
sort rotarian Americanism, keeping all that have 
common, forgetting all that might divide us. This 
any believing Christian, Catholic Protestant. The au- 
thor persists saying that Catholic teaching explicitly 
includes hatred the Jews, gross misrepresentation and 
fully culpable error. (cf. pp. 67-68.) not few places 
the author quite inaccurate stating Catholic prac- 
tice. And any one who has ever met priest the flesh 
will recognize Father McKee, who solves Mary’s difficul- 
ties conscience, type that found only inferior 
fictional works. 

Everybody happy the end the story, and every one 
looking bravely the future, principally because they 
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have accepted the author’s formula for happiness. This 
vogue fiction ended with the decease the author 
the Pollyanna stories 1920. There are urgent reasons 
for reading the book, none for recommending any 
reader. 
Charles Denecke, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


* * 


Bambrick, Winifred. Keller’s Continental Revue. 
Houghton. Nov. 15, 1946. 462p. $2.75. 

Barnum would have paled envy the stupendous, 
colossal, gigantic magnitude the performance which 
300 humans and 100 animals offered Keller’s Con- 
tinental Revue, the good old days before Hitler changed 
the face Europe. Act followed act such dizzying 
pace that the last the elephants, leopards, 
pythons, cobras, artistes, had not reached the stage before 
the first their acts was safely bedded stall, cage 
nearby pension. Intrigue—for stardom, for cash, for 
love—overlapped intrigue. Rehearsals were endless—24 
hours long with single rest hour before the curtain went 
the opening night. 

Foremost among the characters this novel (which like 
the revue for which named consists chiefly incident 
strung incident, rather than co-ordinated whole) was 
Herr Direktor Keller himself who had spent twenty years 
building his acts and who alternately drove and coaxed 
his beloved children, the artistes, and perpetually planned 
for his show’s expansion and improvement. His premiere 
danseuse was seventeen-year old Kathi, the most beautiful 
ballerina Europe and ethereal, unawakened girl 
whose best friend was ancient Indian yogi. Anna was 
the star who worked well with animals, whether pythons 
leopards; she was bit like animal herself, and she 
was Keller’s current mistress. Rapidly supplanting her 
the stellar attraction was fifteen-year old Tania, gypsy 
girl who posed the nude, knew what she wanted from 
life and knew shrewdly how get it. There was 
Italian comedian, former medical student promise, 
who had been with the company since its beginning. And 
there was English Peter, the lover beauty and Kathi, 
who painted backdrops and illustrated programs. These 
moved shifting crowd Italian singers, German 
midgets, Indian, Spanish and Persian dancers, Jewish 
cyclists, Hawaiian and Javanese guitarists, Russian dagger 
dancers, Arab tumblers and Chinese jugglers, each with 
his solo chorus performance. 

All lived world unto themselves, improvident and 
careless marriage laws, egocentric and the same time 
gregarious, ambitious for their show and for themselves, 
and completely convinced that show life offered all the 
best life. Hence most them were childishly vulner- 
able when the opening the Nazi program for new 
order caught them Germany. The story closes Septem- 
ber 1939, but five-page postlude tells their several 
fates during World War II. 

The dust jacket tells that the author able musician 
who turned her back concert stage and radio waves 
troupe over Europe for three years before the war broke 
with revue like the one she describes. Perhaps that 
why the best features her book are not the plot nor the 
characterization, but the kaleidoscopic background show 
life. The reader feels immersed theater, saturated with 
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circus, and breathless with the organized confusion 
shifting stage sets, frantic costume designing and 
rehearsals. The story slight and episodic, drawn 
gether only the revue and the Peter-Kathi-Tania 
angle. Following it, the reader falls into sympathetic 
acceptance the amoral attitude popularly attributed 
the show world, even the point murder. 
the shock and repulsion which might occasioned 
one the acts—a former prostitute clothed white 
garb and singing the Ave Maria the edification the 
audience—dwindles into just another incongruity 
glittering, artificial world. 

Helen Butler, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 

a 

Bekessy, 
18, 1946. 324p. $2.75. 


There were three philosophies concerning the Messiah 


Prentice-Hall. 


and His work. The first—the view many ordinary 


Jews—looked for the Messiah great conqueror and 
the glorification Israel the supreme nation. The 
second view was that the priests who also hoped for 
the supremacy Israel. However, with great vehemence 
they determined that they would have the supreme power 
the Messianic Kingdom. The third view, course, 
was proposed the Messiah 
Christ the long-awaited kingdom was spiritual kingdom. 
Barabbas, novel the time Jesus, shows these 
three views and their adherents reacted upon each other. 
have Christ rejecting the materialistic aspirations 
the old order and preaching new doctrine 
hood and love. Here too are the priests following devious 
political paths and using any means preserve their 
small scale who primarily interested freeing the Holy 
Land from Roman domination. And, course, there 
Pilate the natural man, shrewd enough evaluate the 
three parties according the natural law, who found 
Christ alone without sin. 


There are not few elements this book that deserve 
praise. For example, the characters and their ideals are 
sharply defined, and consequently, the story very read- 
able. Barabbas, the apostle violence well contrasted 
with Christ the Apostle love. The political 
ings the priests and Pilate are presented with master’s 
tion the most momentous events the history man- 
kind. 

clear-seeing reader will not agree with two points. The 
first the implication that Christ’s doctrine love 
political platform. The doctrine distorted the extent 
that one would immediately conclude that 
reaction against tyranny were wrong. After all, Christ 
not conscientious objector. The second point this: 
Objectively Barabbas sense classed with 
men such Charles Carroll and George Washington. 
Pilate was too cynical offer choice between Christ 
and national hero. The choice was between Christ 


Who was blameless and Barabbas who was 
However, objections such these may stimulate the 
reader analyze the character Christ. Would that 
had more books that could achieve this end. 

James Gibbons, 


University Scranton 
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Caspary, Vera. Stranger Than Truth. Random 
House. Nov. 1946. 319p. $2.50. 


This another story the author Laura and 
Bedelia. Like the first these, this novel told sev- 
eral the characters: John Miles Ansell, editor 
crime-story magazine; Grace Eccles, secretary and stooge 
Noble Barclay, owner chain magazines, all with 
the word Truth their titles; Eleanor Barclay, daughter 
the owner and sweetheart Ansell; Lola Manfred, 
one-time poet, interim prostitute, and present employee 
the magazine owner. Each contribution charac- 
teristically appropriate the individual, except that 
Lola which shows evidence the personality described 
other sections. 


the progress the seven chapters which comprise the 
book, the reader told about story unsolved crime 
which Ansell wishes publish his magazine but which 
the owner blue-pencils for vaguely suspicious reasons. 
Persisting his inquiries about the rejection his story, 
Editor Ansell wakes hospital suffering from bichloride 
mercury poisoning, which Barclay cleverly publicizes 
food poisoning. Accepting salary increase bribe 
for his silence, Ansell keeps his counsel until one his 
colleagues also found dead. Evidence connection 
between the crimes and the magazine owner comes early 
the book the admiring and reverential testimony 
which the latter’s toadying secretary writes Ansell’s 
request. After reading her account, the reader has 
further doubts about the identity the real murderer, 
and interest henceforth centers the possible relation- 
ship between tuberculous, dilletante blackmailer and 
posturing disciple Coue and Buchman whose highly 
successful magazines are dedicated the cause Truth. 


The plot ingenious and clever its ramifications. The 
author draws upon several American trends and weak- 
nesses for background: public gullibility toward corre- 
spondence schools which batten easily discouraged 
subscribers; the mushroom growth pulp magazines and 
digests which pander the prurient while ostensibly dedi- 
cated decency and uplift; the unquestioning acceptance 
many adults the printed word fact; and current 
misconceptions the half-understood techniques psy- 
chiatry. Even Nazi ideology and its menace postwar 
world dragged the close the book. 


Characters, while sharply different and easily recognizable 
for the types they satirize, are not always convincing. Most 
successful the noble fraud himself, Noble Barclay. 
Trailing him only short distance his Hollywood 
wife, Gloria, whose monthly pictures remind readers that 
motherhood does not impair the form divine. 


The usual head-long pace mystery thriller neces- 
slowed when the story includes flash-backs and 
waits for all the contributors give their evidence, even 
though the latter progressive its cumulation. Hence 
readers may find the action this story slow. The 
conclusion sermon which calls for public confession 
and “Truth-Sharing” blatantly the cults parodied 
the earlier sections. 


mentioned, also, that the dialogue often 
nnecessarily vulgar. Whether the author feels this lends 
her characters (it does not) whether 
she feels the financially successful mystery must wise- 
and hard-boiled spots least, not important. 


Caspary Blueprint for World Conquest 
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The reader suspects she must have decided not over- 
look single phase which has brought large royalties 
other writers the field. 


Not quite satisfying its entertainment Laura, the 
book not quite original nor well developed tech- 
nically Bedelia. 

Helen Butler, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Blueprint for World Conquest. (With introduction 
William Henry Chamberlin.) Human Events, 
Inc. Oct. 1946. 264p. $3.50. 


The editors Human Events have made available the 
American public some documents unusual nature. The 
theses and statutes the Communist International, 
adopted 1920, and its program, constitution, and rules, 
1928, are not normal items the pocket 
ibrary. 


The title, Blueprint for World Conquest, assumption 
which determines the value the book. Many persons 
know general the revolutionary program the Comin- 
tern. They have least vague idea that detailed 
pattern world conquest had been worked out. What 
more debatable the significance such program 
for the modern reader. Does revolutionary plan, worked 
out 1920 and 1928, have real meaning the world 


1946? 


the opinion this reviewer, the Blueprint much 
more significant today than was when was first pro- 
posed. that time the Soviet Union was weak. Today 
expansionist world power. this expansion 
predicated upon the ideology Marx and Lenin, and 
not merely upon old-fashioned imperialism, then the 
Comintern program has vital meaning. the Mein 
Kampf today. The present writer would judge cur- 
rent events. The U.S.S.R. feels that conflict the death 
between capitalism and Communism inevitable. 
girding for that war. 


The revelations the Canadian espionage cases strengthen 
the value this thesis. has shown that the Comintern 
operated friendly country during the war and after 
the period its alleged dissolution. Other information, 
not widely publicized, indicates definitely the Comintern 
origin much strife and agitation the modern world. 


Even granted the assumption that the Comintern em- 
barked upon world conquest, the value the documents 
under discussion varies considerably. Some the ma- 
terial merely historical interest. The relevance 
certain ideological discussions modern conditions not 
clear most readers, although students socialism will 
find many parallels actual situations throughout the 
world. But the reader patient enough read through 
certain tedious sections, there will come reward in- 
sight and understanding into dynamic world movement. 


Among the detailed topics treated are: colonial policy, 
infiltration into labor; allegiance all 
the Soviet Union; the essential conflict between capitalist 
and Communist world; revolutionary techniques; tech- 
niques deception and mass indoctrination; and the like. 
The net impression upon the reader one amazement 
the thoroughness Comintern planning. 


| 


146 


Future editions might improved mechanical aids 
the reader singling out passages relevant modern 
conditions. Not every reader will have the patience 
this himself. Nevertheless, the present reprint real 
service serious students world affairs. such, 
highly recommended. 

Rev. John Cronin, 

Washington, 


Editors Look. Look America. Houghton. Nov. 
$12.50. 


Although there the market plethora picture 
books, dealing with anything and everything and 
including the life Paul Revere, most them are not 
worth what they cost. Now and then exceptionally 
fine one appears, and due credit should given those 
who produced it. Look America the first series 
nine picture-and-text books, each which, except this 
first one, will regional. The volume under considera- 
tion attempts present panorama the American 
scene. Thirty-five members the Look staff worked for 
more than year the project; four thousand letters 
asking for expert advice were sent writers and historians; 
the best photographers the nation contributed their 
finest pictures, some which are color; the photo- 
graphs finally selected came from total more than 
eleven thousand submitted. you are photographer 
you will marvel the technical excellence much 
the work; you simply like good pictures you will find 
landscapes, action scenes, city streets, and literally scores 
other subjects admirably photographed. 


Separate sections are devoted to: color and space the 
southwest; trade and tradition New England; farm and 
factory the midwest; romance with variations the 
south; mountains and plains the central northwest; 
wealth and industry the central northeast; and coastal 
contrasts the far west. Some the photographs occupy 
both pages the open book; many them are full page 
reproductions. Text accompanies most the pictures; 
the opening each section map and perhaps six 
pages text furnish the reader with geographical pic- 
ture and with the general history the area treated. 
impossible pick out the best pictures. Typical pic- 
tures show upland Tennessee (p. 181), the interior the 
building Salt Lake City (p. 219), rodeo scene 
(p. 42), and Indian woman (p. 235). the later 
books the series approach the excellence this first 
one, every librarian will find the series well worth very 
serious consideration. All America will brought directly 
the reader; that worthy accomplishment for any 
book. 

Paul Kiniery, 

Loyola University, Chicago 


Mason, Van Wyck. Saigon Singer. Doubleday. 


Nov. 14, 1946. 312p. $2.50. 


Major Hugh North the United States Army G-2 comes 
Saigon, French Indo-China, search the dossier 
Baron Tenno, ex-Chief the Imperial Army Intelligence. 
With him associated Bruce Kilgour the British In- 
telligence and the two hope ferret out the Black Chry- 
santhemum order learn the names collaborators 
who betrayed British and American secret agents Jap- 


Best SELLERs 


anese torture during the war. The trail leads 
Morel, exotic opera singer, into whose affections North 
quickly worms his way, finding unpleasurable 
attempt Xenia’s life and two his own together 
with bit chance eavesdropping quickly establish Xenia, 
Pamela Saunders Higgins, the Black Chrysanthe. 
mum. She had broken under the rigors internment and 
had become Tenno’s mistress and was now attempting 
blackmail the collaborators order secure funds for 
her life luxury. Xenia murdered apparently 
North’s second girl friend the moment and with 
Kilgour and Colonel Ferrari, Chief the Saigon branch 
the quickly unravel the murder, clearing Natalie 
and capturing killing all collaborators the dossier 
recovered. novel intrigue, suspense and mystery 
Saigon Singer complete flop. the class found only 
the lowest type pulps can only described putrid, 
both the original sense and all the added connota 
tions that word. Its decor and background are false 
and artificial; its action hackneyed and unreal; its sus 
pense and mystery are conspicuous their absence; its 
characters were hacked out few short hours 
highly sexy, occasionally profane 
vengeful. There reason for recommending any 
class readers. 


Lacerda, John. The Conqueror Comes Tea: Japan 
Under MacArthur. Rutgers University Press. 
15, 1946. 224p. $2.75. 


probably the besetting sin the venturesome writing 
men who dash through foreign countries follow armies 
and occupation forces indulge hasty, decided judg. 
ments all issues. Books correspondents that this 
reviewer has read, consequently, have left him with the 
cynically melancholy attitude that the rule and 
mand the world were turned over roving journalists 
its ills would once righted—radically, forever, and 
with the newspaperman’s version justice. was 
pleasure, therefore, find that Mr. Lacerda, journalist 
who has covered many the trouble spots East Asia 
for the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, did not succumb 
temptation, except few and readily understand 
able instances. 


The Conqueror Comes Tea series impressionistic 
essays which, the thread unity that runs through 
them, intend give picture Japan under American 
occupation. matter fact the book does skirt all 
the important topics pertinent dealing with the 
feated nation. The book begins constructive note: 
“the stark reality that the new Japan can become 
friend and ally the United States”. this mood, the 
author discusses such topics the almost fawning 
deavor the Japanese appear friendly the American 
occupation forces, the retention the emperor and his 
new role among the people, the first election which 
women participated, the Bear” and the paucity 
his following Japan, the fumbling early steps 
labor, the press, and business world completely new 
each, the purging the school system 
perity” ideas, the secret police the days “thought 
control”, and the failure arms, which competent 
Japanese ascribe the lack airpower. The book 
occasionally out proportion; thus essay religion 
concerned only with the very admirable work 
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denominational Protestant, but there rather full—but 
not objectionable the mature—account prostitution 
all its ramifications. The brutality Japanese mili- 
toward Allied personnel, however, not unduly 
stressed. 


pointed out that the advocacy birth control 
“advanced thinkers” among the Japanese not the 
human and Christian solution for the very difficult prob- 
how compress seventy million people peacefully 
space larger than California. Nor will dosage 
sex instruction the schools bring about social morality. 


The full text General MacArthur’s address the 
Allied Council for Japan concludes the book 
sort supplement. the many quotations the 
this far the most significant; reading will 
convince thoughtful people that man understanding 
and vision has hand the rebuilding the conquered 
and devastated nation. 


broad and penetrating study the problem post- 
war Japan, Mr. Lacerda’s volume not the one recom- 
mend; the other hand, impressionistic, and 
gossipy, report makes interesting enough 
light reading for people discerning judgment through 
the information that contains. 

Brother Anthony Frederick, 

St. Mary’s University, 

San Antonio, Texas 


* 


Sterck, For All Live By. 
viii, 234p. $2.75. 


For All Live spiritual reading-book based upon 
the Gospels. forty chapters the author describes different 
incidents the life Christ arranged according the 
chronological order. Each chapter divided into three 
The first gives the historical and geographical 
and the cast characters; the second focuses the 
Christ, the central and dominating figure; the 
third contains practical applications suggested the 
events narrated. 


Nov. 20, 


Bruce. 


Father Sterck, professor St. Ambrose’s College 
Davenport, writes mainly for the benefit adult 
Catholics. Hence has catchy title-headings for 
ach chapter and subdivision, uses popular, readable 
and avoids the scholarly apparatus footnotes and 

bases his account Christ’s life upon the 
works recognized Catholic students. But 
gives interpretations his own which are hardly 
that Judas was “the most rational and dependable” all 
the apostles, though the Gospels not substantiate this 
opinion. 111 condemns talking too 
much one the most common faults. appeals 
Savior justifying this statement: “Let your speech 
Yes, yes; No, no, and whatever beyond these comes 
the evil one.” But, evident from the context, 
Christ meant that our honesty should recognized 
tat should unnecessary strengthen our affirma- 
tons negations invoking God our witness. 


The author claims 185 that the triumphal entry 
ato Jerusalem Palm Sunday strengthened the apostles 
athe difficult years that awaited them. But the Acts 


Sterck 


Fletcher 147 
the Apostles proves beyond shadow doubt that the 
Resurrection Christ and the Coming the Holy Spirit 
gave them all the encouragement that they needed. Re- 
ferring 211 the dying Savior’s prayer forgive- 
ness asks the question: “Do not these words cover 
percent the sins ever committed?” seems imply 
that most sins are the result ignorance was the 
Crucifixion Christ. But from other passages the 
New Testament clear that our Lord’s enemies did not 
realize that they were putting the Son God death, 
not that they were guiltless wrong-doing. Besides how 
can dogmatic about one the most secret all 
mysteries—the guilt innocence person’s conscience 
particular action? 


his Foreword Father Sterck tells that “dwells 
great extent upon the human side Christ”. While 
his end praiseworthy seems too far times 
his attempt “humanize” our Savior. Thus the follow- 
ing passage will certainly sound strange Cath- 
olic ears: “Had Christ lived the narrow world His 
own joys and sorrows, His own hopes and disappoint- 
ments, soon would have broken under the strain.” 


Attention should also called the fact that 88, 
where enumerates those who can help deciding 
our vocation life, overlooks the most important 
all—the penitent’s confessor. And finally what does the 
author mean 100 where declares that success 
religion, any field, depends largely upon our “social 
The Catholic religion has always taught 
that our spiritual well-being comes from the supernatural 
grace God and our co-operation with it. 


These defects should borne mind when reading 
book that the whole reliable and that will help lay 
Catholics realize better that Christ, who “the same 
yesterday, today, yes, forever” still the only one “for 
all live by”. 

Rev. Stephen McKenna, 

St. Alphonsus Seminary, 

Esopus, New York 


Fletcher, Inglis. Toil the Brave. 
1946. 547p. $3.00. 


This story Revolutionary days laid the same Albe- 
marle region the author’s previous works but belongs 
the period Raleigh’s Eden rather than Men Albe- 
marle. long sprawling novel whose five hundred 
odd pages contain wealth incident, historical and 
otherwise, woven into fairly readable whole. The time 
1779, the darkest days the American Revolution 
when British successes had emboldened Tory supporters 
rise concert, when American morale was low 
ebb with armies shrunken, finances poor, the French alli- 
ance still only promise and public interest low. Then 
after Burgoyne’s attempt split the colonies from the 
north Clinton and Cornwallis planned another campaign 
sweep from the South. 


Bobbs. Oct. 30, 


Captain Peter Huntley, young, sober, steady, the Con- 
tinental staff and something Intelligence officer was 
sent North Carolina, ostensibly the business lot- 
tery tickets but actually gather information the state 
the people and Tory activities. found the people 
the Albemarle inert the face the coming British 
danger, slow recruit, slow lend money, slow send 


| | 
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provisions. Only the west did the fire revolution 
burn brightly amongst the backwoodsmen. Peter meets 
and falls love with Angela Ferrier who repulses his 
every advance because she fancies herself love with 
Captain Anthony Allison, British agent masquerading 
under the guise Boston merchant. several en- 
counters Peter thoroughly worsted Allison and fails 
make any headway Angela’s regard. trip 
the west discovers, analyzing cattle concentrations, 
the route the proposed British invasion and when 
Charlestown falls ready help meet the British 
penetration North Carolina. The backwoodsmen are 
summoned and the battle King’s Mountain fought, 
blocking further British advance the north. the 
story ends Peter happily united with Angela. Like all 
the author’s novels this one fairly readable though 
neither exciting nor historically stimulating her 
others. Objectionable features include occasional pro- 
fanity and condonation illicit sex though, the whole, 
the book seems suitable for adults entertainment 
reading. 


Slaughter, Frank. Dark Garden. 
Sept. 26, 1946. 435p. $2.75. 


Diagnosis this novel patent—surgery, sex and the 
South Civil War days are its major ingredients and like 
all good surgeons its author finally effects cure. There 
are only four main characters—Julian Chisholm, Southern 
gentleman and surgical pioneer, Whitford Cameron, Ten- 
nessee poor white gambler and agent par excellence, Jane 
Anderson, Tennessee mountain girl and widow rich 
planter but actually chief escape artist for Yankee 
prisoners, and Lucy Sprague, the author’s attempt out- 
Scarlet Scarlet O’Hara. 


Doubleday. 


1862 Julian Chisholm, heir the unwanted Southern 
estate Chisholm’s Hundred, found himself penniless 
Glasgow with recently completed surgical education 
and pallid desire serve the Armies the Con- 
federacy. Through the connivance his friend Whitford 
Cameron, Julian earns passage America marrying 
Jane Anderson who ostensibly wishes return Georgia 
settle legal difficulties connected with her late hus- 
band’s estate. The marriage temporary affair 
only and Julian hopes use Jane foil break his 
infatuation with Lucy Sprague, once his brother’s widow 
and his paramour, now the wife Senator Victor Sprague 
and still his paramour. However succumbs again when 
meets Lucy Nassau and only Sprague’s death finally 
separates him from Lucy. Then comes love Jane 
only discover that she Union agent when the ill- 
nesses both delay their separation. Jane also falls 
love with Julian but the call her duty plus her desire 
for his safety causes her separate from him. Thus 
before his recovery she has ridden away with gang 
Tennessee bushwackers and Whitford Cameron. 


Julian becomes surgeon the Confederate Army and 
does yeoman work Vicksburg and various other 
spots. His surgery impeccable, the most modern 
taste and surprisingly successful considering the state 
medical development those days and the utter lack 
many standard materials, techniques and remedies. From 
time time encounters Jane but she immersed 
her work and fearful incriminating him that she 


Slaughter Nagle 


always forces separation. also comes into 
with Tracy Crandall the counterespionage agent who 
trailing Jane. Then, while participating unwillingly 
cavalry charge, Julian captured and with Jane’s 
nivance imprisoned the North for his own safety, 
For several years languishes various prisons only 
released and exchanged through Lucy Sprague’s infly. 
ence when performs the first appendectomy upon Whi 
Cameron. 


Returning the South can find trace Jane and 
finally concludes that she dead. This conclusion 
reversed when Whit comes Richmond, just before 
capture, bearing orders for the cessation Jane’s work 
order protect Jane Whit challenges Tracy 
duel and both are killed. Julian takes the orders 
finally manages deliver them successfully. the story 
ends they ride South with the Tennessee mountaineers 
establish some sort co-operative for poor whites 
Julian’s ruined plantation. 


novel adventure and romance this effort rather 
slow-paced, frequently interrupted extensive surgery, 
and, the whole, somewhat wearisome. Objectionable 
features include occasional profanity, suggestiveness, dis 
regard sexual morality and what amounts 
tion murder. While the book not unsuitable 
adults there little reason recommend for thei 
reading. 
a s 


Nagle, Urban, O.P. Uncle George and 
Malachy. Bruce. Sept..3, 1946. 183p. 


Here heart-warming book. All those things which 
home-keeping Americans are fond of—apple pie, big 
day dinners, spring cleaning, Hallowe’en pranks—are truly 
and lovingly depicted. Just true are the people, Mother, 
kindly and patient listener, Father, few words, and 
the children, one whom tells this story way 
reminiscence many years later. Most important cours 
are Uncles George and Malachy, those two veteran 
hold philosophers who disagree all matters but thei 
mutual regard. The scene New England, the time, back 
the turn the century when the marvels modem 
civilization such the telephone, the automobile, grape 
fruit for breakfast, were new and thrilling. 


There would have been story had Uncle 
tory owner, school board member, man standing the 
community, been left live alone his big house 
Main Street; but when his family dwindled down 
self, Mother began worrying about his clothes and 
and proposed the family that they invite him liv 
with them. From the unusual energy with which Malachy 
supported this idea, the family might have suspected him 
his own reasons for wanting George the 
For Malachy had retired from active life and did 
now but dream about leprechauns, take Junior fishing 
trips, and waste time. said could afford this 
because was banking eternity. “It will 
ing have George here”, Malachy murmured. 


proves be. George was old New England incarnate, 
sensible and successful and clear-headed and Protestant 
Malachy was none these, but gentle old 
whose watery blue eyes seemed look right past people 
had not made much impression the world, 
being vague talk his having tried religious order 
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youth and variety things since. His last tilt the 
world, given this book, friendly verbal battle with 
George some the more fundamental issues life, 
our idea God, goodness, law, religion, 
and the hereafter. 


The results are interesting and carry through two hun- 
dred pages good discussion, for must clear now that 
this book not primarily novel, but book good 
talk, wise, amusing. even annoying, that best 
all subjects, re! Its special point interest lies 
American home, divided doctrine, but united charity. 
All things are grist for their conversational mill, sacra- 
ments, prayer, stained glass, vestments, sacramentals, Mass, 
happiness—in fact, Father Nagle has slipped in, almost 
enough material for sound text religion. 


Most leave texts behind with schooldays. Herein 
lies the value the book for addition good entertain- 
ment, provides clear doctrine, often presented new 
light close the plain things home. the book 
should find its best friends among home-keeping people. 
Catholics will learn much from since makes them 
dearer about their own belief and practice well more 
understanding toward Uncle George. Non-Catholics will 
learn from wealth about the Catholic religion they 
with good grace George’s consistent defeats. 


Some readers may protest that the book literary 
hybrid, catechism disguised novel, but such criticism 
would miss the point. book should judged its 
purpose and this accomplishes its aim very well, that 
very old religion fairly new setting, the 
American home. Originally the chapters were given 
radio broadcasts and are complete themselves. The 
will find that will tempted back often 
chapter and that high praise for any 
book. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


* 


len, Ed. Hell With Hunting. Appleton. Nov. 
99p. $2.00. 


such this falls easily into none the standard 
unless somewhere there very minor little 
fle, labelled into which might fit. For 
itis nothing more than collection jibes hunters and 
gags and wisecracks about the same, as- 
and miscellaneous nonsense. This textual nonsense 
accompanied drawings which are likewise non- 
Author and publisher insist that the book 
but that question taste. Profanity and 
are found. The book can characterized best 
but almost worthless. 


Aleichem, Sholom. The Old Country. Crown. June 
$3.00. 


This selection the narratives the Jewish story-teller, 
was born the Ukraine and who died New York 
has been translated Julius and Frances Butwin. 
The sketches—and the reader must remember that there 
Snothing the short story technique the sketch—are 


Aleichem Lariar The Laugh Round-up 149 


simple reports village life “the old country”. The 
importance bargaining, over cattle, dowries, even daily 
purchases; the minor quarrels, over places the syna- 
gogue, over gifts feast days, over the results primitive 
emotions—these are recorded length. The village comes 
life and the people it: their hopes, laughter, and 
tragedies along the unheralded tenor their ways. 


The style natural, although bookish; glossary defines 
the Hebrew words not known the average reader. The 
flavor the narratives that the nineteenth century— 
bit Mary Freeman Bunner, but usually 
that the older Russian folk tales. Time has passed 
this slow-paced approach and, for this reason, the stories 
will have somewhat limited appeal those who are 
interested comparative literature culture. 


Lariar, Lawrence, Editor. Best Cartoons the Year 
1946. Crown. Nov. 1946. 128p. $2.00. 


This the fifth yearly compilation cartoons chosen 
the cartoonists themselves from previously published work 
such magazines Liberty, Colliers, Saturday Evening 
Post and others. The usual cartoonists whose product 
found these magazines are represented though some few 
are not represented. serious cartoons have been in- 
cluded; all are the humorous variety with the humor 
being the gag wisecrack type. There are some three 
hundred cartoons. The major objectionable feature 
suggestive sexiness many items. 


The Laugh Round-up. Introduction 
Bennett Cerf. Grosset. Nov. 1946. 250 cartoons. 
$1.50. 


This the usual collection cartoons the gag wise- 
crack variety, having little value other than their 
amusement potential. the trend away from the war 
and its shortages, things military are not prominent 
and the ideas utilized come from the sphere everyday 
life and the incidents thereof. Always, course, there 
are some topical cartoons and, usual, suggestive sex 
subject means slighted. Cartoonists represented 
include Swan, Soglow, Hoff, King, Breger, Richter, Ali 
and Boltinoff. The major objectionable feature sug- 
gestiveness. The collection suitable for adults. 
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